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‘Have yourself a merry little Christmas’ sang Judy Garland in 1944 - a 
perennial Christmas favourite.  But today’s Christmas is not little.  In 
the long run-up to Christmas UK advertisers will spend £10 billion 
promoting seasonal products and activities. The average UK consumer 
is expected to spend £600 on presents, food, decorations etc, rising to 
£1,000 in London and the SE.  A third of families are likely to get into 
debt. Christmas today is big business. The joyful celebration of God 

coming to be with us in the babe in Bethlehem has become an expensive shopping frenzy, with 
relentless pressure to buy often unwanted, unnecessary gifts.  
 

‘Let your heart be light’ the song tells us.  But jolly images of family parties 
rub salt in the wounds of people who are lonely and struggling.  Weeks of 
unrealistic build-up often lead to exhaustion and anti-climax.  Much of the 
world is far from ‘merry’ with war in the Middle East, Ukraine, the Sudan 
and other less reported conflicts, millions hungry, homeless, abused and 
exploited through manmade and natural disasters. Worry, sickness, aging 
and death affect rich and poor alike, regardless of the Season.  For many 
people the song’s original second line, ‘It may be your last,’ is starkly true.  
 

But Christmas isn’t supposed to be something you have ‘yourself’.  The first Christmas – 
the ‘reason for the Season’ - is God coming to us in Jesus, showing humanity a different 
way to live, inviting us to build peace on earth by treating everyone as we’d like them 
to treat us.  God’s generous, unselfish, unconditional way of love gives the world 
reason to be ‘merry’.  And makes ‘our heart be light’ when we bring a little joy, hope, 
peace and goodwill to someone in need, when we care enough to help others have the 

acceptance, food, shelter, care and opportunities we all need to live well.  A phone call or visit, 
donation to whatever appeal touches us personally, really does bless the giver as well as those 
who receive, one person, one kindness at a time.  
 

Whatever we believe, whatever our situation, whatever challenges we face, 
caring for others is the heart of Christmas.  Why our village churches support 
the Children’s Society (working with UK children at risk) in our Christingle and 
Carol Services, the local Women’s Refuge in our Gift Services, the Food Bank 
and charities which change lives for good in this country and the wider world, 
the new Christmas Lunch in Watton on 28th December - showing God’s love in 
action.   

 
‘My friends, life is short, and we do not have much time to gladden the hearts of those who make 

this earthly pilgrimage with us, so be swift to love and make haste to do kindness, and the 
blessing of God, be upon us and all whom we love and pray, this day and forever more.’  Amen. 

 
May we do all we can to make this a Merry Christmas 

Rev Jenny 

‘Somehow, not only for Christmas, but all the long year through, 
the joy that you give to others, is the joy that comes back to you.’ 
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Revd Canon Jenny Gray 

 

Beane Valley Benefice 
Services for December 2024 

 

ALL are welcome 
 

 

Sunday 1st December ADVENT SUNDAY 

(Countdown to Christmas) 

10am WATTON ‘Church in the Pub’ 
informal contemporary worship in 
George and Dragon Contact Sharon 
07931325288 
11am ASTON Prayer and Praise 

11.15am STAPLEFORD Prayer and Praise  
11.15am WATERFORD Holy Communion 
4pm WATTON CHRISTINGLE with 
blessing of oranges and collection 
for the CHILDREN’S SOCIETY 
 

 

 
Wednesday 4th December Join 

us for CAROLS in the Bull in 

WATTON 
Wednesday 11th December 

CAROLS in the George and Dragon WATTON 

 

 

Sunday 8th December 2nd Sunday of ADVENT 
9.30am WATTON Holy Communion 
11.15am BRAMFIELD Holy Communion 

4pm ASTON Christmas Tree Service 
(Festival Fri 6th 6pm-8pm, Sat 7th & 
Sun 8th 12 noon to 4pm) 
4pm STAPLEFORD CAROLS and GIFTS 
for children in need 
 

Sunday 15th December 3rd Sunday of ADVENT 
10am WATTON ‘Church in the Pub’ informal 
contemporary worship in George and Dragon 
Contact Sharon 07931325288 
11.15am STAPLEFORD Holy Communion 
11.15am WATERFORD Morning Prayer 
6pm ASTON CAROL SERVICE  
 

Sunday 22nd December 4th Sunday of ADVENT 
11.15am BRAMFIELD Holy Communion 
4pm WATTON CAROLS and GIFTS for children in 
need 
6pm WATERFORD CAROL SERVICE  
6.30pm STAPLEFORD CAROL SERVICE  

 

TUESDAY 24th December 
CHRISTMAS EVE  
2pm ASTON CRIB Service 
4pm WATTON CRIB Service  

6pm BRAMFIELD CAROL SERVICE 
8pm ASTON Christmas MASS by candlelight  
11.30pm WATTON Midnight MASS by candlelight 
11.30pm STAPLEFORD Midnight MASS by 
candlelight (sung candlelit Holy Communions)  

 
WEDNESDAY 25th December CHRISTMAS DAY 
10am St Michael’s WATERFORD All Age Christmas 
Service (all are welcome) 
10am St Mary’s ASTON All Age Christmas Service 

(all are welcome) 

Note: No service in Watton, Bramfield or 
Stapleford today 

 
SUNDAY 29th December  
11.15am STAPLEFORD Benefice Holy Communion 
Service for all our village churches. Please ring or 
email your Churchwarden if you need a lift. 
Note: No service in Aston, Bramfield, Waterford or 
Watton today 
 

You are warmly welcomed to attend a service in 
ANY church on any Sunday 

To receive our weekly church newsletter and daily 
Thought for the Day by email contact 

jennygrayrectory@gmail.com 

 

‘Light of the World 2024’   Look out 
for a large STAR outside Aston, 
Bramfield, Stapleford, Waterford and 
Watton churches as we prepare to 
celebrate Christmas.  Could YOU make a 
star shine outside YOUR house? 
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Give Love at Christmas…. 
Bring a gift for a child in the local 
Women’s Refuge  
8th December 4pm St Mary’s Stapleford 
Carols and Gifts Service 
22nd December 4pm St Andrew and  

St Mary’s Watton Gift and Carols Service  OR Bring 
to the Rectory (Church Lane, Watton at Stone). 
Buy alternative Christmas presents from Oxfam, 
Tear Fund, Christian Aid etc ....toilets, wells, goats, 
medicine, school equipment etc that help change 
lives in places of disaster/need 
 
 
 
 

School Christmas Services/Events 
9.15am Tuesday  
10th December Stapleford 
School Nativity  
St Mary’s Church Stapleford 
(Dress Rehearsal Monday 9th) 

6.15pm Wednesday 11th December Stapleford 
School Carols St Mary’s Church Stapleford  
9.30am Thursday 12th December Aston Playgroup 
Nativity St Mary’s Aston  
9.45am & 1.45pm 17th December St Mary’s School 
Aston Christmas Service in St Mary’s Church  
9.15am Wednesday 18th December Stapleford 
School Christmas Service St Mary’s Church  
 

Tuesday 17th December 10am WATTON Holy 
Communion with CAROLS 128 High St (Linda Tyler) 
followed by coffee and mincepies.  
Tuesday 21st January 10am WATTON Holy 
Communion 128 High St followed by coffee and 
chat – all are welcome.  Contact Rev Jenny or 
Linda. 
 
Wednesday 15th January 2.30pm 
STAPLEFORD Village Tea Afternoon in 
St Mary’s Church - Coffee, Cake and 
Chat- All are welcome...just come 
along.  

 

MONDAYS 2pm ASTON Bible Study Fellowship  
3 Long Ridge Aston with tea and biscuits (1st and 
3rd Mondays) – all are welcome.  Contact Pauline 
pauline.manley1966@gmail.com (*December 2nd 
and 16th) 

 
 

NIGHT PRAYER Alternate WEDNESDAYS 4th and 
18th December, 8th and 22nd January 7.30pm on 
ZOOM contact Tim Alexander  for link to join  
tim_alexander3@hotmail.com 01438 880519 

 

Bramfield Church Wednesdays 10am 
Morning Prayer short said service.  
Coffee and Chat time to catch up.  All 
are welcome.  NO service 18th 
December until 15th January  

 

MISSING  YOU  TREES 

Remembering  those  
we  love 

WRITE names and 
messages on a ribbon to 

TIE to our churchyard 
‘Missing You’ Trees in 

Aston, Bramfield, 
Stapleford, Waterford 

and Watton from 
'All Souls’ 2nd Nov 2024 to Candlemas 2nd Feb 2025 

(Pens and ribbons by trees). 

 

The Hertford and District Food Bank provide 
emergency help for local people in crisis.   Their 
urgent Shopping List includes: UHT Milk, Instant 
Mashed Potatoes, Cooking Sauces, Pasta Sauces, 
Tinned Spaghetti, Tinned Custard and Tinned Rice 
Pudding.  Contact: 
https://hertforddistrict.foodbank.org.uk 
info@hertforddistrict.foodbank.org.uk 

 

Services for January 2025 
 

Sunday 5th January EPIPHANY 
‘The Coming of the Wise Men’  
10am WATTON Contemporary 
informal worship in the Parish 

church Contact Sharon 07931325288 
11am ASTON Prayer and Praise 
11.15am STAPLEFORD Prayer and Praise  
11.15am WATERFORD Holy Communion  
 
Sunday 12th January ‘The Baptism of Jesus’ 
9.30am WATTON Holy Communion 
11am ASTON Family Service 
11.15am BRAMFIELD Holy Communion 
11.15am STAPLEFORD Holy Communion 
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Sunday 19th January ‘Come and See’ 
10am WATTON Contemporary 
informal worship in the Parish church 
Contact Sharon 07931325288 
11am ASTON Holy Communion followed by PCC 
meeting in Church 
11.15am STAPLEFORD Prayer and Praise  
11.15am WATERFORD Morning Prayer 
 
Sunday 26th January ‘Water into Wine’ 
9.30am WATTON Holy Communion 
11.15am BRAMFIELD Prayer and Praise 
11.15am STAPLEFORD Holy Communion  
 

Sunday 2nd February CANDLEMAS 
(end of Missing You Ribbons) 
10am WATTON Contemporary 
informal worship in the Parish 
church Contact Sharon 

07931325288 
11am ASTON Prayer and Praise 
11.15am STAPLEFORD Prayer and Praise  
11.15am WATERFORD Holy Communion  

 

BAPTISM – we welcome 
Thalia Beaumont at St Mary’s Aston on 
Sunday 17th November 
 

Weddings – we celebrate the Marriage 
of Christopher Waterman and Sophie 

Beadle at St Andrew’s Bramfield on Sunday 24th 
November  
 

RIP – we remember with love 
Mrs Shirley Whitney whose funeral and 
burial took place at St Mary’s Aston on 
31st October 

Mrs Jean Jenkins whose ashes were buried at  
St Andrew and St Mary’s Watton at Stone on 3rd 
November  

Mrs Juliana (Julie) Osborne whose funeral and 
burial took place at St Andrew and St Mary’s Watton 

at Stone on 27th November  
 

‘Those whom we love and lose are no longer where 
they were before; they are wherever we are.’  

(St John Chrysostom) 
 

Need someone to talk to? 
Rev Jenny Gray: 01920 830035 email 
jennygrayrectory@gmail.com 

 

Michael (Mike) Stephenson 
1938 - 2024 aged 86 

 

Mike came to Bramfield in 1982 with his family and 
was the Herdsman at Greenhall Farm. More 
recently he was a member of the Churchyard 
Mowing Team and at various points a member of 
Bramfield Bowls Club. 
Much Loved by his family and friends. A kind 
gentleman and remembered dearly. ‘A Diamond’ 
and an Amazing Father. 
The Stephenson Family would like to thank all 
those who have helped Dad and the family, and all 
who helped and contributed at his funeral.   
We are forever grateful. 

Heather and Darren 

 

For bereavement support contact the ministry team 

You can access online help with grief at 

griefshare.org thebereavementjourney.org 

cruse.org.uk teardropgrief.co.uk ataloss.org 
 

 

 
For all enquiries about baptism, funerals, blessings, 
visits, confirmation or offers to help, please contact 
Revd Jenny by phone or email.  Please note Mondays 
are my usual day off. 

NOTE for wedding bookings and 

administrative enquiries:  

Pauline Manley  

Pauline.manley1966@gmail.com 
 

 

Concern for our World:  
 

In December we give thanks for:  
  

the many blessings we enjoy in life 
 

We pray for  
 

those who have very little yet bring happiness to 
others 

 

those whose lives have been ruined by selfishness 
and greed 

  

those who bring emergency relief and those who 
keep us safe 

 
 

WATTON BOOK WORMS Usually 

third Friday of the month at 7pm to 
share supper and thoughts on our book 
of month.  All are welcome contact 
peterevernden@hotmail.co.uk   
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CHURCHES OPEN as listed for quiet prayer 
and visits:   

WATERFORD St Michael and all Angels open 
DAILY 10am – 4pm for more information Contact 
Church Warden Malcolm 01992 552531 
m.t.wandrag@gmail.com 
 

WATTON at STONE St Andrew & St Mary open 
DAILY 10am – 3pm for more information Contact 
Church Wardens Ian and Helen  
 

ASTON St Mary open Wednesday and Sundays.  
For visits contact Church Wardens Tim 01438 
880519 Sara 01438 880750  
 

BRAMFIELD St Andrew’s Church Open weekends. 
For visits contact Church Wardens Dorothy 01992 
582132 or Peggy 01992 550467 
 

STAPLEFORD St Mary Open weekends. For visits 
contact Peter 07870 681542, John 07773 392991 
or Lesley Atterwill 07773 392992 
Opening churches is important. If you would be 
willing to join a rota to help open and shut any of 
the churches please contact the Churchwarden. 
A huge ‘thank you’ to the churchwardens of all 
our churches for all the work they do 
 

 

 

InTouch Age UK Hertfordshire 
offer confidential, non-judgemental emotional and 
practical support on bereavement, physical & 
mental health issues, cancer, end of life, a partner 
with dementia or any other problem. Call 01992 
634964/630623 or email 
intouch@ageukherts.org.uk  
Web page Age UK Hertfordshire | Our Services  
 

 

CARING for our CHURCHYARDS 
TUESDAYS Waterford Working 
Parties – Contact Churchwarden 
Malcolm Wandrag to offer help 
m.t.wandrag@gmail.com 

To help in Stapleford or Watton or Bramfield 
contact the Churchwardens.  
ASTON Church and churchyard working parties first 
Tuesday of month 10am to 12 noon. Contact 
Churchwarden Sara wardenstmarys@gmail.com  

All our churchyards are cared for by volunteers. 
Donations and offers of help are welcomed. 

To include a loved one in the Book of 
Remembrance contact the Churchwardens 

 

PRAYER for PEACE in ISRAEL, GAZA, UKRAINE and 
all areas of conflict 

Lord God, though peace seems humanly 
impossible, 

we continue to pray for an end to violence 
and bloodshed. 

We pray your comfort for the fearful and 
broken – hearted. 

Change the hearts of those set on revenge and 
destruction. 

Give wisdom to world leaders as they respond to 
aggression. 

Bless all who work for understanding, 
reconciliation and justice 

which alone bring lasting peace. Amen 

 

A Thought for the NEW 
YEAR 2025 
“If you feel stuck in your 
life, like it’s passing you 
by, like there’s something 
way better for you 
somewhere out there and 
you’re missing it, try 
this—try throwing yourself into the SMALL things 
and repeating to yourself: This is where I START.”  
(Rob Bell) 
 

We do not know what this New Year will bring. But, 
whatever happens, God says “Set that stuff down! 
You're carrying burdens you don't need to bear. 
COME to me all of you who are weary and carry 
heavy burdens and I will give you rest.” (Matthew 
11:28 New Living Testament) 

 

’GOING DEEPER INTO GOD’  
BEANE VALLEY BENEFICE 

ZOOM BIBLE STUDY AUTUMN 
2024 

Stories from the Old TESTAMENT of Encounters 
with God 

2pm TUESDAYS 

Old Testament passages are read in church on 
Sundays but we don’t usually have time to discuss 
them.  Each Tuesday bible study will look at the 

background to a story, how a particular individual 
relates to God and how their story speaks to us 
today. 
 

Tues 3rd December HOSEA 1:2-10 and 11:1-11 
Tues 10th December EZEKIEL Ez 36:24-28 Ez 37:1-14 
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Rev Jen 10 Top Christmas Traditions  
1. The Christmas tree is evergreen, a 

symbol of eternal life with God. The 
triangular shape represents the Holy Trinity 
(Father, Son and Holy Spirit) and points to 
Heaven. 

2.  Mince pies, originally made of meat and dried 
fruit, represent Jesus’ manger, topped with His 
swaddling clothes.  The three spices, nutmeg, 
cloves and cinnamon, symbolise the Wise 
Men’s gifts. 

3. Presents recall the Wise Men’s gold, 
frankincense and myrrh; stockings the gold 
coins given by St. Nicholas, a 4th Century 
bishop in modern Turkey, the original Santa 
Claus.  

4. The Christmas door wreath symbolizes God’s 
love for all people that, like a circle, has no end.  
Also birth, death and eternal life with God.  

5. The Christmas star recalls the star over 
Bethlehem when Jesus is born, guiding the 
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three Kings/Wise Men/Magi to the stable.   
Ditto the star shaped Poinsettia plant.   

6. Christmas lights, candles and tinsel all 
symbolise Jesus ‘The Light of the World’. 

7. Christmas angels recall the Angel Gabriel telling 
Mary she will bear God’s Son, the heavenly 
host telling shepherds of Jesus’ birth, the angel 
speaking to Joseph in his dreams. 

8. Red and white striped candy canes recall staffs 
used by shepherds who visit Jesus. They remind 
us Jesus is ‘the Good Shepherd who lays down 
his life for his sheep’, white for purity, red for 
sacrificial love.   

9. Holly’s prickly leaves recall Jesus’ crown of 
thorns on the cross.  Red berries symbolise His 
blood from His wounded hands, feet and side.   

10. Bows, on presents, wreaths and trees, 
symbolise the unity of humankind, tied 
together in goodwill. 

 

BUT what about Christmas Pudding? 
It’s late to the party, popularised by 
the Victorians!  It began as ‘figgy 
pudding,’ served at the start of a meal, 
a thick broth of meat, dried fruit, spices and wine, 
thickened with breadcrumbs and ground almonds.  
Now it should have 13 ingredients to represent 
Jesus and his disciples and be stirred clockwise to 
recall the Wise Men coming from the East.   
 

 

WATERFORD & HERTINGFORDBURY WI 
 

Next Meetings: 
Thursday 5th DECEMBER 7.30pm – Christmas social 

evening. 

Thursday 2nd JANUARY 7.30pm – Talk by Suzi Clark 

“An Eventful Life”: Life in the Events Industry. 
 

At our October meeting we had an interesting talk from 

a crime author about researching and writing her novels. 

In November to tie in with Remembrance the archivist 

from Knebworth House came to talk to us about the 

Countess of Lytton's hospital which she ran during 

WWI. There were some very interesting accounts and 

stories about the patients and staff. 
 

Over the last few months some of our members have 

been busy knitting, crocheting and felting 

poppies....about 750 in all, which were used to decorate 

inside and outside Waterford church......it was a lovely 

display. 
 

New members and visitors are always welcome at our 

meetings....come along and try! 

 

Can you help?......... 
Watton Fete Committee is looking for some storage 
space to keep donated items for the Watton Fete. 
We are looking for space ideally about the size of a 
double garage but something smaller will do. We 
will only need it from January – end May and all the 
items will be covered over. 
 

If you are able to offer any space, please email the 
Parish News – parish.news.beane@gmail.com  
or ring Denise on 01920 830152. 

Thank you. 

 

BRAMFIELD 
 

WHAT’S ON IN BRAMFIELD      
BRAMFIELD CARPET BOWLS 
Meets Village Hall 
Monday eve 7.pm to 9.pm 
Enquiries Mike Jones 
01992 550182 
 

Exercise Dance Class 
Monday 1.15 to 2.15 
£5.50 per person 
Contact Sofie Porter 
07761 768059 
 

Parish Council Meets 

Every other 3rd Tuesday of the Month  
Clerk Chris Underhill 07714 711253 
 

Village Hall Committee Meets 
1ST Tuesday of the Month 8pm 
Contact Cheryl Jackson 
01992 583958 
 

Bramfield Book Club 
Meets 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm at the 
Village Hall 
Contact Louise 01992 583173 
Gibbslouise83@gmail.com 

 
Bramfield Parish Council 
We meet on the third Tuesday of every other month 
at 19:30 in the village hall. So this means January, 
March, May, July, September and November. 
Did you know we have a parish website? We have a 
bit of history, contact details and all documentation 
such as minutes posted there. Feel free to have a 
look at bramfieldparishcouncil.co.uk 
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WATERFORD 
 

ST MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS CHURCH 
 

The Christmas Carol Concert takes place on 22nd 
December at 6pm.  
 

We love to encourage children to take part in this lovely 
family service. As always we will invite the children in 
the congregation to help us assemble the nativity scene 
at the beginning of the service and also to sing Away in 
a Manger but thought it might also be nice this year for 
some of the children to read a few lines of some of the 
readings. Please contact Sarah on 
sarahebaldwin59@hotmail.com if you would like more 
information or to nominate your child.  
 

The PCC is a very small committee of just 5 people 
supporting Reverend Jenny. We are looking for a couple 
of volunteers to join us in the roles of Treasurer and 
Secretary. Do you think that you may have the skills and 
time to work with us? If you would like to find out more 
about either of these roles then please speak to any of 
the committee Malcolm, Sue, Ray, Hannah or Sarah or 
email sarahebaldwin59@hotmail.com in the first 
instance.  
  

2025 Dates for your Diary  
Quiz Night 15th February 2025 - this event raises money 
to buy the flowers for the Flower Festival  
Service of Celebration for the Reredos renovation in the 
church 16th March 2025 3.30pm with Bishop Jane 
Flower Festival 5th-6th July 2025  
Harvest Supper 27th September 2025 
 

The Parochial Church Council of Waterford would like to 
thank you for the help and support we have received 
from the community throughout the year and would 
like to wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year.  
 

Churchyard Thank You 
 

We are enormously grateful for the 
assistance from the volunteers that 
turned up to our churchyard working 
morning: James, Barbara and Steve and Robin Juniper 
and his team as well as members of The PCC.  Robin, 
who is a professional Tree Surgeon (Juniper Tree and 
Ground Care Ltd), not only gave his time and expertise 
freely but also brought some of his team, his equipment 
and friends of his from Bengeo Freemasons' Lodge as 
part of their charitable work.   
 

We are also grateful to the people that told us they would 
have come if they had no other commitments - perhaps 
next time, which will be on Saturday 5th April 2025, 
10:00-13:00. 
 

Such was the success of this effort that we will hold 
regular sessions every Spring and Autumn.  Meanwhile 
admire the results in the churchyard, the War Memorial 
triangle and the verge in front of the wall on High Road. 

 News from Waterford 
 

Waterford did it again! We surpassed ourselves with 
the best ever Bonfire Night. which delighted the sell out 
crowd. The fireworks were spectacular but low noise, so 
they didn’t terrify the children or the local animal 
population! The refreshments were delicious; our 
brilliant band of barbecuing chefs did a great job serving 
mouth-watering hot dogs to the spectators and the bar, 
mulled wine and hot chocolate stalls proved hugely 
popular. All in all it was a great success thanks to our 
volunteers and most importantly to all those who came 
along to enjoy the great event. 
 

And talking of great events, we’ve had reliable reports 
that the big man, Father Christmas, is going to squeeze 
a visit to Waterford into his tight schedule, to greet the 
locals both young and old at our Great Christmas Crafts 
Café on SUNDAY 8TH DECEMBER from 2 – 4pm. As well 
as Father Christmas in his grotto, there will be lots to 
warm the cockles of your heart; original craft items 
made by our local crafters; a jewellery stall for those of 
you who enjoy a bargain, a raffle and a chocolate 
Tombola as well as crafts activities for the youngsters 
and our tea-room  offering sausage rolls and savoury 
pastries, cakes and mince pies, together with hot drinks 
and mulled wine. So while your young Picasso makes a 
Christmas decoration, you adults can enjoy the 
delicious refreshments, and catch up with friends and 
neighbours old and new. A perfect way to begin the 
festive season!  
 

How can I help, you ask? Well those of you who enjoy 
baking, get those aprons on and make some cakes for 
the tearoom and bring them to the village hall on the 
Sunday morning from 11am. And the rest of you – just 
come along and enjoy the fun! 
 

This Christmas Craft Café is our final event of what has 
been a busy but very enjoyable year. We would like to 
say a huge thank you to all of you who have supported 
our village during 2024, look forward to seeing you at 
our next social events in the New Year and we wish you 
all a very happy and peaceful Christmas! 
 

WATTON AT STONE 

 

THANK YOU 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to say a big thank 
you to especially Doctor Shah and Doctor Loeffler along 
with nurse Shah (Steph) and all the administration and 
dispensary ladies at our wonderful doctors surgery for 
all the kind care and attention that they all showed to 
my late husband Ron during his recent illness. Nothing 
was too much trouble for them and I and my family are 
grateful to them all. Thank you.       Maureen Garratt 
 

 

mailto:sarahebaldwin59@hotmail.com
mailto:sarahebaldwin59@hotmail.com


 

Christmas at St Andrew and St Mary’s Church 
 

There’s lots going on at the Parish church in December 
so why not come along and join in the festive season? 
 

We kick off with the annual Christingle Service in 
support of the Children’s Society on 1st December at 
4pm. Your children will love this family service where 
every child receives a Christingle – an orange containing 
a candle, red ribbon and sweets to symbolise the birth 
of Christ – the Light of the World. 
 

We then have carol singing at The Bull on 4 December 
at 7pm and The George and Dragon on 11 December at 
7pm. Come along for a good old festive sing song.  
 

This year our Candlelit Carol Service will be held on  
22nd December at 4pm. Bring a wrapped gift for a child 
in the local refuge to put under the Christmas tree. This 
truly is a wonderful service and children will be invited 
to sing Away in the Manger. 
 

The very popular Crib service will be held on Christmas 
Eve at 4pm – a wonderful lead up to Christmas Day for 
adults and children alike. 
 

Finally our Midnight Mass service will be held by 
candlelight at 11.30pm on Christmas Eve. What better 
way to welcome in Christmas Day! 
 

EVERYONE is very welcome to all our services and we 
hope to see you there! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We will again provide our free 
Christmas card delivery service for Watton at Stone 
residents. 
 

Post your cards (No stamp required) through the Scout 
Mail Christmas letter box in Budgens between 2nd and 
15th December.  
 

The cards will be sorted and delivered by Scout 
members to addresses in Watton village only between 
16th to 21st December. 
 

Donations are always gratefully accepted. 

donation is preferred. Account name: Watton at 
Stone Scout & Guide Group, account number 
00103348, sort code - 30 94 17  
Please put “Scoutmail” as the reference. 
 

Charity number 302602. Any questions to Richard Wing 
07393 620103 

 

Thank You. 
 

 

 

NEWS FROM WATTON BELLRINGERS 
 

We hope you heard the bells ringing on Sunday, 10 November for our Remembrance Sunday service. They 
sounded a bit different from normal as they were muffled on one side to allow a softer note on every other 
strike which is common practice in bellringing for a solemn occasion. For the last couple of years we have 
introduced a single bell tolling as the congregation moves down to the War Memorial. This year, the tenor was 
tolled by a female member of our band - the heaviest bell with the deepest tone – it weighs over 660 kilos. 
  

Our band is now growing and we have two new bell handling instructors. We have 8 wonderful bells in the tower 
tuned as a whole octave. We have established connections with other Towers in local villages so we can 
exchange knowledge and also practise with other bands creating a warm and welcoming community. 
  

Bellringing can have a stuffy reputation - but it’s not! You don’t have to be a churchgoer or be particularly strong 
– it is all about technique. Once you master the basic handling of the bell, there are many methods (tunes) to 
learn and it is great fun. You meet a lot of people and build strong friendships within the band and you can even 
ring in competitions if you wanted. It is a tradition which will die out if people don’t join in and learn how to ring 
the bells and a great hobby to take up if you want to get out of the house and away from screens. 
  

The Watton Bellringers are a very friendly bunch and there is an equal spread of men and women in the band 
and ages range from 30's upwards, but you can start learning as young as 13. Newcomers are always VERY 
welcome and if you would like to find out more about bellringing or attending a practice session, please contact 
bellringing111@gmail.com 
  

Wishing you all a VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS and we'll be ringing out the bells for Christmas !!!!! 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Christmas_tree.svg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
mailto:bellringing111@gmail.com


 

 

Waterford Nature Notes 
 
To Abbotsbury Swannery for the Cygnet Release.  Most of the birds at the swannery 
nest in natural spots but there are a small number of pens, during Winter the pens are 
left open and will be used by some birds as nesting sites come the season.  Other 
pens are kept closed and are used as nurseries e.g. for a family if one of the adults 
should be injured or if the cygnets are not putting on weight as they should be.  The 
birds in the pens are released after being weighed and ringed.  Each cygnet has two 
rings fitted, a metal one, inscribed with an engraved number and a plastic one, 
coloured white for birds hatched at Abbotsbury.   After the pens are emptied, as many as possible of the cygnets 
that have been raised on other nests will be caught, they too are weighed and ringed.  Over the next few weeks, 
the staff at Abbotsbury will gradually catch, weigh and ring the remaining cygnets as they come for the twice-
daily feed.  
 

As cygnets reach the point of fledging, that is to say growing wing feathers that are large enough for flight, they 
will weigh around 6-9 kgs (any that are under that weight at the release are kept in a nursery pen).  The adult 
swans give the cygnets ‘flying lessons’, all birds can fly instinctively but the adults will demonstrate to their young 
the techniques for taking off, such as facing into the wind and getting up speed by means of half paddling and 
using strong wing beats to achieve lift-off.  It is quite a sight to see two adults demonstrating the take-off to their 
young, sometimes as many as seven or eight, that will be following in the footsteps (and wingbeats) of their 
parents. 
 

Adult Mutes reach a weight of 12-15 kgs, the heaviest I have seen weighed at Abbotsbury was over 15.5 kgs, 
this is about the limit for flight.  There are many birds larger than Mutes but, apart from flightless species, there 
aren’t any heavier, for example the largest vulture is much longer and has a broader wingspan but reaches a 
maximum weight of 14kgs. 
 

The swans at Abbotsbury are Mute Swans but they do make a noise when angry or threatened, something like 
a cross between a hiss and a snort.  At Abbotsbury there is one Whooper Swan.  Whooper Swans breed in 
Scandinavia and Eastern Europe but migrate here for the Winter in huge numbers, the one at Abbotsbury was 
collected by them after being found injured, when it regained its health, the migration back to their breeding 
grounds had ended so this one stayed and has been there ever since - why would you leave a place where you 
are fed twice a day?  On the subject of migration, the crew of an airliner flying at 27,000 feet were amazed to 
overtake a Whooper, I seem to remember that the aircraft was a DeHavilland Comet, maybe built at Hatfield. 
 

On 27th October, coming out of Stapleford Church, I saw four Redwing fly into one of the trees in the churchyard, 
then what might have been a Fieldfare but was too quick for the eye, seemed about to fly past but suddenly 
dived into the Yew tree just by the churchyard gate, a disappointed Sparrowhawk broke off the chase in which 
it had been engaged.  
 

On the last Saturday in October, in heavy drizzle and, sometimes, steady rain, we held our first attempt at a 
Parish Working Party in the churchyard and around the War Memorial.  The amount the workers achieved was 
wonderful, we even managed to rake the clippings and cuttings of brambles, grass, bindweed and nettles into 
piles ready for the brown bin over the next few months.  The purpose of raking and disposing of the cuttings is 
to deny the soil the nutrients it would gain from allowing them to lie and decompose.  Impoverished soil allows 
the plants to compete with the grasses.  The churchyard is, in effect, a chalk grassland habitat. 
 

A notice, created by St Albans Diocese, will be put up in the churchyard setting out 
the rules for graves and their maintenance, what can and can’t be planted, etc., if you 
maintain a grave in the churchyard, please read the notice and abide by the principles.  
One example is that we are asking that cultivated varieties of Primula are not planted, 
the churchyard has naturally-occurring Primulas in the form of Primroses (Primula 
vulgaris) and Cowslips (Primula Veris), Primulas crossbreed very easily so we would 
eventually lose our natural, wild plants through hybrids taking over if cultivars are 
planted.  We do understand that this is a change for some that have been used to 

maintaining graves in their own way without considering the rules so we will be light-handed in our approach to 
come into line with the rules but it is something that we must do.  We are inspected every year and receive a 
report on our compliance, this is one area in which we do not meet the criteria.   
 
Malcolm 



 

 

STAPLEFORD PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS 

Spirit of the wild visit 

The children were excited to learn about animals from around the world in a recent visit to the school by the 
Spirit of the Wild. Whilst holding many of the animals, the children learnt about the habitats they live in and the 
adaptations they have made, over time, to make this possible. It was hard to tell which was the most popular 
animal but it was a close run thing between the fruit bat, snakes, barn owl, husky and meerkats. What an 
exciting day! 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Children can attend Stapleford Primary School once they have turned 3 years 
old. Our Nursery class now provides both 15 and 30 hours of childcare provision 
in this wonderfully rural setting. It really is “Hertfordshire’s Hidden Gem.’ 
 

Places are available at Stapleford Primary School in certain year groups.  

Call 01992 583 341 to arrange a tour. 

Email: admin@stapleford.herts.sch.uk      Website: www.stapleford.herts.sch.uk 

Instagram: staplefordprimaryschool      Facebook: staplefordprimaryschool      Twitter: @staplefordps 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 
- “Pupils get along famously. Break- and lunchtimes are a hive of activity. Pupils perch on climbing frames, play 

games of football or dance around a maypole.”  
 

- “Calm conduct and polite manners are the norm. Pupils learn to behave this way from leaders and staff.”  
 

- “Events, such as singing carols around the Christmas tree and the school country fayre, promote strong ties with 
the local community.”  
 

- “Pupils’ parents point out the patience and kindness staff provide as a strength of the school.”  
 
Ofsted, May 2024 

  

mailto:admin@stapleford.herts.sch.uk
http://www.stapleford.herts.sch.uk/


 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

BENEFICE DETAILS 
Rector 
Revd Canon Jenny Gray 
jennygrayrectory@gmail.com  
(01920 830035) 
The Rectory, Church Lane, Watton at Stone. SG14 3RD 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KEEP UP WITH THE LATEST 
NEWS ……… 

We are on Facebook 

• St Andrew and St Mary Watton at Stone 

• St Mary’s Aston 

• St Mary the Virgin Stapleford 

• St Michael and all Angels Waterford 
 

And you can also access an electronic version of the 

Parish News from any of the following websites: 

www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7907/ 

www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7898/ 

www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7885/ 

www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7903/ 

www.watton-pc.org.uk/news/ 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Scan the QR code below to find out more about the 
church in Watton at Stone 

 
 
 
 

 

Scan the QR code below to find out more about the 
church in Waterford 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scan the QR code below to find out more about the 
church in Stapleford 

 
 
 
 
 

Scan the QR code below to find out more about the 
church in Bramfield 

 
 

PRINT DEADLINE 
Please send any items for the next edition 

BY 12TH OF THE MONTH 
To the Parish Reps or the Editor: 

 
Bramfield  
 Jenny Clayton 
 3 Bury Lane, Bramfield 
 (01992 538712) 
 jenny@jmsprojects.co.uk 
  
Stapleford  
 Carol Eccleston 
 1 Clusterbolts, Stapleford. 
 (01992 536405) 
 caroleccleston@btinternet.com 
 
Waterford  
 Ray Cole 
 3 Bramfield Lane, Waterford 
 (01992 584040)  
 rayjcole1@tiscali.co.uk 
 

Watton at Stone  
 Denise Hodgson 
 33 Lammas Road, Watton 
 (07446 161125) 
 
General enquiries 
 Denise Hodgson 
 parish.news.beane@gmail.com 
 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
 Ian Knight (07778 401799) 
 iancknight31@gmail.com 
 
EDITOR  
 Denise Hodgson 
 

Churchwardens 

Aston:       Sara Hudson (01438 880750) 
       Tim Alexander (01438 880519) 
Bramfield:  Peggy Wareham (01992 550467) 
                   Dorothy Abel Smith (01992 582132)  
Stapleford:  Nicola Page (Church rep) (01992 302501) 
Waterford:   Malcolm Wandrag (01992 552531) 
Watton:      Ian Knight (07778 401799) 

                   Helen McCash (01920 830665) 

mailto:jennygrayrectory@gmail.com
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7907/
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7898/
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7885/
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7903/
http://www.watton-pc.org.uk/news/
mailto:jenny@jmsprojects.co.uk
mailto:caroleccleston@btinternet.com
mailto:rayjcole1@tiscali.co.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

 

   

   

 

  

  

Pete Phillips 
Painting & Decorating, 

Plastering and Tiling 

 

All works undertaken 

01920 411966    
mob 07770590094 

 

Village Framing 
Picture Framing to a  Professional 

Standard 
By Terry Higgins G.C.F. 

(commended by the Fine Art Trade Guild) 
21 Walkern Road, Watton at Stone,  SG14 3RQ 

01920 830745 
07903 833056 

 

 

Assisted Living – Private Nursing Home 
Bramfield Road, Hertford  SG14 2JA 

01992 551900 – info@broadoakmanor.co.uk 

 

          

 
 

 

Watton Budgens Store & Post Office 
Mon – Sat  7.00am to 9pm;Sun 8am to 8pm 

Groceries, Off licence, Newsagents, 

Lottery 

Free cash withdrawals – most major banks 
 

Post Office 

 Mon – Fri  9am to 5pm; Sat 9am to 12.30pm 

 

Strong-Base Driveways & Landscaping 
Garden Make-Over, Patio’s, Block Paving 

Resin Bound Gravel, Brickwork, Fencing, 

Approved Bradstone Paving Installer – Award Winners 

Free Garden Design & Price Quote – Jobs Large or Small 

Based in High St, Watton-at-Stone 

Call: Paul Reynolds - 07794 791 978 or 01920 830 610 

www.strongbasedriveways.co.uk 
 

UK CITY ROOFING 

CONTRACTORS 

FLAT ROOFING 

SPECIALIST 
THREE LAYER HIGH PERFORMANCE BUILT 

UP FELT MASTIC ASPHALTING 
HIGH PERFORMANCE TORCH-ON-FELTING 

 

SLATING & TILING     ROOF  REPAIRS 
GUTTERING    UPVC FASCIAS & SOFFITTS 

 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
FREE ESTIMATES    FREE ADVICE     NO OBLIGATION 

 

Office: 01920 822 775  Martin : 07970 940 290 
Mark : 07973 835 449 

Ukcityroofing@btconnect.com 

 
 

 
 

 

R.Allison 
 

Landscapes & Maintenance 
01438 211848 / 07787762822   

 www.RAllisonLandScapes.co.uk 
 

Garden construction, Patios,  Driveways,  
Water features Turfing, Fencing, Brickwork, 

Pergolas, Topiary, Decking, 
 

Tree surgery, All Garden Services Provided 
 
 

Free Quotations 

 

 
 

Open Mon - Fri 

8.45 am - 3.30 pm 

Phone 01920 830590 

  

LAMBRETTA & VESPA 
WANTED 

 
Old Scooters for 

restoration & parts 
 

Stuart 0794 1514122 
stuarbutcher01@aol.com 

 
 

LED GARDEN LIGHTS 
 

Affordable and easy to 
install 

 

Free site visits & design 
services available 

 

Local company 
Call Phil on 0800 037 2975 

tols.co.uk 

Architectural Services 
Free Consultation + Comprehensive written quote 

Design – Concept 
Feasibility – Planning 

Building Regulations – Detailed Drawings 
Project Management – Design & Build 

 

Residential & Commercial 
Mb 07814 146779   www.room-by-room.co.uk 

 

TAI CHI / 
QIGONG 

In HERTFORD 

and on  ZOOM  
with Liz Welch 

01992 550405 
info@lizwelch.co.uk 

www.lizwelch.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

http://www.strongbasedriveways.co.uk/
mailto:Ukcityroofing@btconnect.com
http://www.lizwelch.co.uk/


 

 

   

AUSTIN’S 
 

FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

 
Serving the community since 1700 

 
24 HOUR SERVICE 

PRIVATE  CHAPELS 

PRE –PAYMENT FUNERAL PLANS 

 
 

AUSTIN’S,  48 St Andrews St, Hertford 

 
01992 582052 

www.austins.co.uk 

funerals@austins.co.uk 

 

 

    

   

  

 

 

 

 

   

  

  

Hertfordshire Spanish 

School 
Fun group lessons to 

learn Spanish! Ware, 

Hertford and 

Watton at Stone 

07510 785959 

hertsspanishschool@hotmail.com 
www.hertfordshirespanishschool.co.uk 

 

 

Triographics 

Printers Limited 
121 London Rd, 

Knebworth 

SG3 6EX 

Digital Printers 

01438 811905   

fax 01438 814173 

alantriog@aol.com 

 

 

 
 

Babysitting Service/ 
school holidays 

 
 

Many years experience 

DBS and First Aid Cert. 

Contact Ines 
quinteroines@yahoo.co.uk 

07926 060891 

Time Warp Collectables 
Collector wants to buy 

Old watches, Steam engines, 
 old motorcycles,  model aero engines 

 
07974 088812 

colin1417@yahoo.co.uk 

; 

Richard  Parsons 
FRENCH POLISHER & 

FURNITURE 

 RESTORER 

Antiques, Pianos 

Modern Furniture 

Full Repair Service 
 

27 St Martins Rd 

Knebworth, SG3 6ER 

Tel: 01438 812200 
07946 422151 

www.rparsons.com 

 

 

The Nigel Poulton 
Community Hall 
          Watton–at-Stone 
 

Main Hall / Pavilion / Meeting Room & 
Changing Rooms for hire 
 

contact Abi Brown 07493 097867 or  
clerk@watton-pc.org.uk  

 

 
 
 

 

  

 

Hypnotherapy 
Stress, Anxiety, 

Phobias, etc. 
 

Lee-Anne@hertfordhypnotherapy .co.uk 

www.hertfordhypnotherapy.co.uk 
 

Tel: 07919 441564 
 

Based in Watton at Stone 

 
 

HERTFORD TV SERVICE 
Freeview TV Aerial Installations, Repairs & Extra TV Points 
SkyQ / Sky+HD / Freesat Satellite Specialists, Magic Eyes 

TV, Audio & DVD Repairs  
TV & Soundbar Wall Installations, Hidden Cables 

CCTV systems in HD, View offsite on Smart Phone/Tablet App 
Wireless Burglar Alarm Security Systems 

Sonos Multiroom Audio, WiFi Access Points 
Tel:   01992 552955 

   www.hertfordtvservice.co.uk                      family business est. 1979 

 
 

THE GEORGE 

AND DRAGON 
 

High Street 

Watton at Stone 

01920 512196 

 

Sunday Lunches, Food, Real Ales 

Group Bookings & Parties 

Catered for 

 

Peter Worby 
 

ANTIQUES 
RESTORATION 

40 years experience 
All Repairs, Polishing 

Fully Insured,  Free Estimates 

Tel: 01920 821973 
peterworby56@gmail.com 

 

JEAV Electrical 
Watton at Stone 

 

Electrical installations/repairs 
NICEIC registered 

Andrew Powell 
 

01920 830140  

 07771 655927 
jeavelectrical@btinternet.com 

 

 

 Clare’s 
Cat 

Feeding 
Service 

Qualified Veterinary Nurse 
 

0777 902 6182 
96 High St, Watton at Stone 

JENNY JUNIOR INTERIORS 
Curtains and blinds, poles and tracks, furniture, sofas, chairs, 
 carpets and flooring, kitchens and bathrooms, lighting, art. 

 

Consultation in your own home. 
5* customer Google reviews 

 

Tel: 01707 276343 or Mob: 07947 711597 
www.jennyjuniorinteriors.co.uk 

 

Monday to Saturday 12 – 11pm;     Sunday  12 – 10.30pm 

Tracie Harris Living 

Clinical 
Hypnotherapist 

NLP & CBT Therapy 
 

sessions for children 
teenagers & adults 

 

Free consultations 
07957 421739 

www.tracieharrisliving.com 

 

 

HCPC Registered Audiologist 

Ear Wax Removal, Hearing Assessments,Hearing Aids & More 

25 St Andrew Street, Hertford, SG14 1HZ 
01992 877666  hertfordhearing@outlook.com 

 

Open Tuesday - Sunday 

12noon to 11pm 

 

Tel: 01992 554077 
www.grandisonpub.com 

 

 

 

FARMERS MARKET 
Woolmer Green 

 

Selling fresh produce and crafts 
 

Fourth Sunday of the month 
9.30am to 1pm 

Village Hall, Hall Lane 
Woolmer Green, Herts, SG3 6XA 

0370 777 6132 
woolmergreenpc.org.uk 

Watton Memorial Hall 
118 High Street,  Watton at Stone 

 

Large Main Hall with Stage, Small Rear Hall, ,Kitchen 

 and Large Car Park 
 

FOR HIRE by Individuals, Clubs and Groups 
 

For more information contact: 

Christine Grant on 07816 023746 
 

http://www.austins.co.uk/
mailto:funerals@austins.co.uk
mailto:quinteroines@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:Lee-Anne@hertfordhypnotherapy.co.uk
http://www.hertfordhypnotherapy.co.uk/
http://www.hertfordtvservice.co.uk/
mailto:peterworby56@gmail.com
http://www.jennyjuniorinteriors.co.uk/


 

 

  

 

 
01438532231 

Info@mead-maintenance.co.uk  

 
    

 

  

 
 

Delivering outstanding 
homecare, enabling 

independence 
 

Live-in care · hourly care · 
respite care · dementia 

 

01920 481600 
ian@walfinch.com 

kn 
 

  

WATERFORD 
VILLAGE HALL 

FOR HIRE 
 

By individuals, groups and clubs at 
reasonable rates. 

Modern Kitchen, Large Car Park 
Can accommodate 80+ people in 

comfort. 
For further information visit 

www.waterfordvillagehall.co.uk 

 

 

 T.J.LANDSCAPES 
We do 

Turfing 
Brickwork 

Patios 
Block Paving 

Fencing 
For fast friendly service 

 

Call – 07956 989617 
 

   

  

  

  

 

 

 DW     
Building, Carpentry 
and Maintenance 

Darren Wareham 
 

Mobile 07732 012298 
Email  dwbuildingcarpentry@gmail.com 

 

JDS WINDOW 

CLEANING 
Windows & frames 

Patios & Driveways  -

pressure washed 

Fascias & Conservatories 
 

Pole fed – pure water system 
Commercial & domestic 

Call Luka 07713 490773, 
01920 832171 

 

 

Curtains & Blinds 
Middlemarch 

Interiors 
 

We offer a free 60min 
design consultation to 

measure and quote with no 
obligation. 

One window or whole house 
 

07496 885139 
www.middlemarchinteriors.co.u

k 

 

 

 

Sue Elmes 
ALTERATION 
SPECIALIST 

 

Professional, friendly 
service 

 

01920 830300 
07973 149520 

 

 

 

 

Believe    Nurture    Enlighten 

Preparing well-rounded individuals for the world 

ARRANGE A TOUR – 01992583341 

www.stapleford.herts.sch.uk 

 

Instagram & Facebook: staplefordprimaryschool     

  Twitter: @staplefordps 

 

 

ABBOTS TAXIS 
Your local licensed taxi 

service from Datchworth 
4 & 8 seater taxis with 

wheelchair accessibility 
 

www.abbotstaxis.co.uk 
 

0330 22 33 556 local call rates 

 

 

 

    

HERTFORD PLANNING SERVICE 
A multi-discipline Practice providing 

Architectural/Planning services, 
specialising in  

alterations/extensions/ 
loft conversions/new build and 

appeals 
01992 552 173 

contact@hertfordplanning.co.uk 

Emily Rose 
The Hair & Beauty Boutique  

Tue 9am – 7pm 

Wed 9am – 5.30pm 

Thur 9am – 7pm 

Fri 9am – 5pm 

Sat 8.30am – 5pm 
 

36a High St 

Watton at Stone 

Tel 01920 830354 
 
 
 

Tel 01920 830354 

 Pinnacle Catering Hire 
Crockery – Cutlery – Glasses 

Tables – Chairs – Table linen and much more 

Call Sara Vallance  07976 246332 
pinnaclecateringhire@live.co.uk 

www.pinnaclecateringhire.com 

 

Fitness & Wellness 
for peri to post menopausal women 

Get Active, Strong and Confident 
in person and online Personal Training & fitness classes 

Louisa Smith  07903819540 or info@feelbodystrong.com 

www.feelbodystrong.com 

S.P.Saban Ltd 
 

UPVC Doors, Windows, 
Fascias, Soffits, 

Bargeboards, Cladding 
 

All work backed by  
10yr guarantee 

 
01920 462343 

 

http://www.waterfordvillagehall.co.uk/
http://www.abbotstaxis.co.uk/
mailto:contact@hertfordplanning.co.uk
mailto:pinnaclecateringhire@live.co.uk
mailto:info@feelbodystrong.com


 

 

   

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

   

   

 

   

   

 

HOME AND GARDEN 

 

Professional Home and Garden 
Services 

Exterior Landscaping, 
Fencing, Decking and Maintenance 

Interior Decorating, Tiling and general 
home improvements 

Mark Blacktin 
07967006716 or 01920 830211 

 

 

 

 

 

Watton at Stone based Removals Company 

Fully Insured 

Catering for all your Removal Needs 

Short and Long Distance Moves – free home visit quotes 

DAN 01920 413449 / 07496 856 863 

wizzremovals@outlook.com   www.wizzremovals.co.uk 

 
Bloom & Grow 

Gardens 

All garden maintenance 
undertaken 

Weeding, pruning, hedge trimming, 
planting, border edging, mulching, leaf 

clearance. 
Female gardener – trained and fully 

insured 
Jenny 07984 468613 or 

bloomgrowgardens@outlook.com 
 

 

 

 

The Bull 

01920 831032 

Coffee & pastries 
Freshly prepared & seasonal food 

Great ales & guest beers 
Family Garden, patio & play area 

113 High Street, Watton at Stone, SG14 3SB 
www.thebullwatton.co.uk 

 

T.A.D Beauty 

Mobile beautician  
Nails – Lashes – Massage – 

Facials 
 

Instagram: t.a.d.beauty 

Tina: 07535681449  

tinadorton@icloud.com 
 

RAY’S OF SUNSHINE 

 

*Painting *Coving *Tiling 
*Laminate Flooring 

*Wallpaper  Hanging  *Carpentry 
*General Maintenance 

 
CALL RAY – FREE ESTIMATES 

01438 214178  07837 487922 
 

 

 

 

 

Kim’s Foot 
Health Care 

Home visiting service, 
treatment in the comfort of 
your home, nails cut, corns, 

callous/hard skin  
kimsfootcare@hotmail.com 

07505 142 102 
 
 
 

 
TreeSmiths 

OUTDOOR MAINTENANCE AND CLEANING 
Grass * Patio * Gutters * Driveways * Fencing 

Sheds/Cabins Construction * Driveway, Patio Cleaning 

ONE OFF PROJECTS 
Handyman Services * Garden Projects * Decorating 

Assembling Furniture * Shed Construction 
07989 598270 

 

 

 

 

S T U D I O    C   A R C H I T E C T S     L I M I T E D 

Architectural Design Services 

FREE CONSULTATION 
PROFESSIONAL AND PERSONABLE APPROACH 

PLANNING & BUILDING REGULATIONS  
ALTERATION, RENOVATION, REFURBISHMENT 

NEW BUILDS & EXTENSIONS 
TENDER AND CONTRACT ADMINISTRATION 

Sarah Coughlan 

BA(Hons)Arch Pg.Dip(Plym) RIBA 

 01920 413 302 

 Sarahcoughlan@studio-c-architects.com     www.studio-c-architects.com 
 

 ACORN PEST 

CONTROL 

 

20 years experience in Pest 
Control.  

Same price as council but quicker 
response 

 

Michael Jackson 
077 1049 4186 

 
 

Live, interactive MUSIC classes for pre-school children 
Datchworth Village Hall 

Thursday mornings during term time Toddlers - 10am 

Babies - 10.50am 
www.minimozart.com          emma@minimozart.com 

 

 
WINDOW & GUTTER 

CLEANING 

Contact Dane – 07593 013494 
dane@servucare.co.uk 

Laura J PILATES 

 

Pilates classes in Watton for all ages and abilities, pre natal & 
post natal, children, seniors & orthopaedic conditions 
Monday  9.15 am Mixed Ability  10.30am Silverlates 

Wednesday 9.15 am Mixed Ability  10.30am Beginners 
Thursday  7pm Mixed ability / intermediate 

1-2-1 Mat and REFORMER sessions available 
www.laurajpilates.com   laura@laurajpilates.com 

07710408974 

www.grassrootslandscapes.co.uk 

Garden Landscape Design, Construction & Maintenance, est. 2000 
Regular garden maintenance slots available 

01920 832 210 

enquiries@grassrootslandscapes.co.uk 
 

 

Greenwood Tree Care 
Pruning, Reducing, Felling, Removal, 

Hedge Cutting 
Free Quotations, Competitive prices, 

 NPTC Qualified 
Adam Welch 

Tel: 01920 830719 Mob: 07881 902827 
 

 

 
 

Traditional 
Joinery 

 

Specialising 
in 

Box & sash 
windows 
Doors & 

locks 

 
All joinery & carpentry 
Contact 07831 404960 

 

Bethany Warsop 

Photography 
Wedding, Family & Newborn 

Photographer 

Based in Hertford 
www.bethanywarsopphotography.com 

Inst bethanywarssopphotography 
Face   @bethanywarsopphtography 

07847 449991 

 

Come and join us for a 

Reformer  Pilates  class at 

our beautiful new studio in 

Stapleford 

www.akashawellness.co. 

01279 757633 

mailto:Sarahcoughlan@studio-c-architects.com
http://www.studio-c-architects.com/
http://www.minimozart.com/
mailto:emma@minimozart.com
http://www.laurajpilates.com/
http://www.bethanywarsopphotography.com/
http://www.akashawellness.co/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editor: vernon.dunhill@ntlworld.com 
 

  
Contact 

ARCHERY CRICKET 
SHOTOKAN 

KARATE 
TENNIS RAMBLING Table Tennis 

Points John Meischke Brad Williams Peter Khera Ian Knight Maurice Gordon Steve Block 

  07970 083256 07801 790915 07866 374674 0777 840 1799 01920 426344 07870 779949 

 

Contact PILATES CYCLING 
WATTON VETS 

FOOTBALL 
YOUTH 

FOOTBALL 
LADIES 

FOOTBALL 
SATURDAY 
FOOTBALL 

Points Laura Jeffs Alan Headland Steve Betts Derek Hill Steve Betts Paul Reynolds 

 07710 408974 07866 568681 07970 698139 01438 813684 07970 698139 07794 791978 

 

 

WATTON TENNIS CLUB 
 
Club Website 

https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/WattonatStoneTennisClub 

The Datchworth Autumn League on Saturday afternoons has now finished, both teams have played really 
well and had some great matches. The men also have a team in the Herts Winter Mens Vets competition, 
and we have two teams in the East Herts Winter Mixed Doubles League so there is plenty of competitive 
tennis to be played over the winter months. 

Ladies Club Night - Wednesdays 6 – 7.30pm. 

Beginners Coaching included with Ian Vosper 6 – 7pm. 

This new session is being introduced after the success of the Beginners Sessions for Ladies that we ran in 
July. All women club members are invited to come along to the new Ladies Club Night. 

There is also a special offer on membership for any new ladies who would like to join the club and take part 
in these sessions. 

For more information contact wattontennisclub@outlook.com or Ian Vosper 07960519373 

Club Sessions will continue to run with Saturdays being dependent on court availability due to the 
competitive matches. The Tuesday session will run if there are any takers. Adult sessions are Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday (now 2 sessions) and Thursday evenings plus Saturday afternoons and Junior 
Coaching is on Thursday afternoons. 

The Club Adult sessions are organised via WhatsApp groups. If you are a club member who would like to 
join one of these groups, please contact the club on the email below. 

Adult Coaching runs on a Wednesday evening with Mark Roskilly coaching. The session is from 7.30-9pm 
and costs £10. Newcomers are always welcome, please contact wattontennisclub@outlook.com for details. 

Junior Lessons are on Thursdays from 3.30 – 7.30pm. New juniors are always welcome. Please contact 
the Club Coach, Ian Vosper, with any coaching enquiries: vosperlorri@aol.com or 07960519373. 

If you would like a copy of the Club’s Annual Newsletter or information about joining the club, please 
contact the Membership Secretary at: wattontennisclub@outlook.com or 07984690727. 

New Players, adults and juniors, are always welcome at the club. 

Dates for your Diary: 

The Christmas Party and presentations will be on Saturday 7th December 2024. 

The AGM will be on Tuesday 7th January 2025 
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TABLE TENNIS 
 

Table Tennis sessions are held in the Community Hall on Tuesday afternoons from 1.30 – 3.00 pm. The 
cost is £4 per session, but the first taster session is free. All abilities are welcome. 

Three tables are available, and a mixture of doubles and singles are played depending on numbers 
present. 

For further details contact Steve Block on 07870 779949. 

 

WATTON RAMBLERS 
 

Every Tuesday Dec/ Jan  

Watton Ramblers are continuing with the short 1-hour slow morning walks for all starting at the Watton 
Community Hall at 10.00am every Tuesday.  

These walks are available for allcomers and worth a try if you are recovering from something or need a little 
gentle exercise in good friendly company.  

(Further details from Maurice Gordon 01920 426344)  

Wednesday 1st January 2025  

The annual BEATING the BOUNDS walk will take place as  

usual on New Year’s Day, meeting at the Watton Community Hall at 10.30am for Mulled Wine and Mince 
Pies before setting off on a circuit around the village. All are welcome and can leave the walk at any point, 
you are never far from home. 

The full walk is about 4 miles and will take about 1½ hours. 

(Details from Maurice above or Linda Thurlow on 07792 097392)  

 

PILATES 
 

Tis the season - to do Pilates !! 

As Christmas approaches, our classes will be partaking in our annual Xmas lunch/dinner at The Bull, 
donning our festive jumpers and enjoying some fizz and mince pies - it’s not all about the stretching :) !  We 
will also be fundraising to help Herts Young Homeless (HYH), hoping to beat our donation of £240 last 
year. 

We will be taking a break over Christmas and New Year and look forward to welcoming new clients to trial 
a class when we return.  Please get in touch or visit the website. 

Laura 

www.laurajpilates.com 

07710 408974 

 

WATTON AT STONE CRICKET CLUB 

 

http://www.laurajpilates.com/


 

 

 
 
  



 

 



 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 


